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Introduction 


Aari work is a type of embroidery which is done on a stretched fabric and stitching the design with a long nee- 
dle which has a hook in the end. The needle technique origins from the mocha community who use this type of 
needle to stitch intricate patterns on leather footwear. The needle is named as Aari, from which the embroidery 
work derives its name as Aari work. This work consists of beads, stones, golden and silver threads which gives a 
royal richness to the design. Aari work is known for its elegant thread work that enhances the gravity of hand 
embroidery. Aari work has marked its existence from 12th century i.e. from the time of Mughal ruling. With time 
the work has spread to places like Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and other places who added their 
touch of traditional design and recognized the specialty of the work. Sliding from the families of the ruling kings 
and the queens, today, the craft can be seen on any teenager's cap or top, with the traditional gear of various 
states, like sarees, chaniya cholis of a bride or on festive attire. 


Like other States this work has made its mark even on south of India. Skilled workers use the aari work to en- 
hance the famous silk sarees of south. Srikalahasti a holy town in Andhra Pradesh also locates the richness of 
aari work. Group of women who learned the traditional art teaches other house ladies and give them a chance 
to make their living better by earning some amount. They are involved in embroidery, aari work and stitching of 
clothes. This small institute of artisans is recognized by the government and also being supported for marketing 
their products. 
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Kalamkari work of a peacock is embroidered with aari work and embellished with golden sequins. 
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Aari work depicting the lotus design embellished Mango design sewed together with golden thread, 
with colorful threads and stones. beads and stones. 
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Aari work is stitched in alignment to the design 
made on the fabric. and Churidar. 
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andhra-pradesh/introduction with golden and red color thread and embellished practicing this craft. 
with beads. 
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Active members of a Government institute takes initiative in teaching this craft to household women to earn 
their living. 
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ae used according to the design and patterns. Other tools and materials used in this work are: 

The Art of Needle Stitching Work 
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; ; * Scissors used to cut the threads. 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and + Aari needle used to stitch the design patterns. 

Manmi Dutta ¢ Different types and colours of beads and stones are used to embellish the embroidered design. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru + Fabric gum is used to fix the stones on fabric. 

* Zari, gold or silver thread is used to stitch the design pattern. 

* Various shades of embroidery thread are used to embroider the design. 

* Bright check is a two part thread containing of a central core wire, with a coiled wire around it. 


Sour: * Buillion or purl thread is also a type of wire wound into a tight coil that looks like a strand of gold pearls. 
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Fabric is stretched and tied to a wooden frame before doing the aari work. 
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Chain of stones are embroidered around the design Scissors are used to cut the embroidery thread when 
to give a glittering effect. required. 
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Beads are used in decorating the embroidered work. Sequins are used as decoratives to embellish the design. 
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Kundan shaped artificial stones are glued in the 
center of the design around which the embroidered 
design is stitched. 


Y 
ae oe “ 
Various sizes and shapes of colourful stones are used Sewing machine is used to stitch the embroidered 
as decoratives in the embroidery. fabric into final wear. 
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Sketches and pictures of design are used as reference to do the aari work. 
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And h ra Pradesh Initially the required type of fabric is stretched and tied to a frame to remove loose folds. With the help of a lead 


pencil or chalk powder the design is traced on the fabric. After tracing combination of color threads or golden 
thread is embroidered along the traced design. Aari needle is pushed through the fabric and thread from the 
by ; : reverse side is hooked in the needle and pulled out from the upper side. Needle is again inserted in the fabric a 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and little distance away from the previous pierce and pulls the thread out locking the previous stitch. This process is 
Manmi Dutta continued till the required pattern is formed on the fabric. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 
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Designs are embellished with golden or silver threads known as zari and are embroidered with stones and beads 
which gives the fabric an elegant rich look. Once the design is embroidered the fabric is tied to the reverse side 
and fabric glue is applied on the design to strengthen the stitch so that the threads don’t get loose and come 
out. Artisans in Srikalahasthi are specialized in Kalamkari patch work. The themes of Kalamkari art is converted in 
applique work and the embellished with embroidery and beads work. Compared to other aari designs Kalamkari 
work is more in demand. 
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Fabric is stretched and tied firmly to a wooden frame 
before starting the aari work. sheet. 
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Further stones are added to the embroidery. The design is embellished with the chain of stones. 
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Embroidery with golden threads are made around Similar techniques are used for bigger designs as well. 
the center stone to complete the design. 
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Once the embroidery is finished, the fabric is cut into = The cut fabric is further stitched using sewing machine 
required shape. into garments and costumes. 
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Aari Hand Work - 
And h ra Pradesh Hand embroidery is well known all over India. This art is practiced almost every part of India with their own tra- 


ditional designs touch. Aari work is one of the most famous and well known arts of India from way back of time. 
The product made depicts royal look and richness of hand work. The design themes are flowers, animal and bird 
by ; ; figure like elephants and peacock design. Their work specialty is Kalamkari patch work, which is done on all type 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and of attire. The designs are embroidered on blouse pieces, dress materials, sarees and Churidar. The work is mainly 
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Lotus design embroidered and embellished with golden beads and stones. 
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, 
Peacock feather patterns are embroidered with differ- 
ent color threads and embellished with colorful stones. 


Necklace shaped neck design embellished with 
golden threads and red stones. 


A blouse embroidered with floral motif using golden, 
silver and blue thread. 


Mango and leaf are the most common design used 
for aari work. 
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Neck design is embroidered with different colors of buillion thread and stones. 
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Mango leaf designs are embroidered with different Aari work sewed in different types and sizes of stones 
color threads and decorated with stones. embroidered with golden threads. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S., 
Shruti K.and Manmi Dutta at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


